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STAT 


SIX -TEAR FLAN TO DEVELOP BACKWARD AREAS ^ 

The Six-Yoar Plan for the DeTelopment and the Economic Reformation of 
Poland vlll undertakB the radiatri-oution of productive etrongth to ell;^^«a 
the groat dlaproportlon in th* lavela of the econonlc ant ottltu»l life of bl» 
ladindual areae. The development of the baotorard and neglected areas wll|. he 
one of its chief tasks* a 

The uneven dlstrlhutlon of natural rosouroos and transportation faclUtles 
retards economic development of the varloue areas and le one of the reasona 
for t|w econoBio disparity. i 

Daring the period between wars, nothing was done in Poland to equalled 
«he existing dispirities. These wore further accentuated by war d^astatlon 
^ ^ t^^cquJSitionof the weotem territcrics, which for seraral oentnrha 
hod forced an integral part of a foreign economic structure. ; 

For an underataioding of the magnitude of the task imposed by the plx- 
Tear Floii^ the dleparities mentioned aboya can be olsorred In the ilgn« cij 
arai Table statistical data. 

The first factor which may tWow Ught on the probieia is the ^strlbu|ion 
of population. Aocording to 1 January l9kQ data, the percentage of ar» uM 
population vhl'Th tie variouB woj^wodztwos contribute to tne national total 
glTen below; 4 


Percent of Total 
Natl Area 


Percent of Total 
Natl Pop ^ 


Vojswodttwo Natl Ar^ ^ P 

Imblln S-9 J'o 

Blalyetok 0*0 

SMMOlU ^-8 

Poinan ^ 

Barked disparity In the opposite direction Is shown In S^ai Wojew^tvo 
vlth L.9 percent of the national territory and 12.7 percent of the national 

population. i 
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STAT 


The reeett ling ?roc9fi0e£? ...of .. 194B' , tiie , f ’ r.n t par r.,. of ,1949 . undotilttedly ■ 

change^ tha abovo plctuz'Q aCTiewhat in tha western wo Jevodztwoe* 

^nailer ohanges took place diiriiig this period in the degree of nrbajiiia-p 
tlon of the Tarloi&fi regions of the country. Ccanpaiativo figures of urban 4zid 
populatlona show the differences existing ‘between the vaf^ioue vo^wod.x- 
twoa. On 1 JanoauT according to the census of popuXation:> urban popiila' 

tioh was 33»8 percent of the total population. Considerable Tariatiot frcffl 
this hatlonal areragd lo show* on the downward side in the following vp^ey^a- 
twos: 5ielce, 21.9 percent urban popalauion^ Lublin 15.9 percent, Blalyetok 

peroont, Olsztyn 29.1 percent, Krakow 22.5 percent, and Hzeszow 17.2 " 
percent., 

Wi^saw Wp^ewodiitvo (17 .8 percent) and Lodz Vojewodztwo (21.5 percent) 'nay 
b® ddd^ to this list With tha contaent, howQTer, that the cities of VariBaw'and 
Lodz Tfith their large concentration of populatl on (l2 .4 percent of the total 
national urb^ population) are not included in the percentages glTen for t&o 
woJewodztWoB obrlously, would greatly affect the flgureB for these twd 

vojewodztwos. 

Teii^ JHurloed also are dOT in the opposite direction. The percentage 

of urban populaticui Ig 55.3 percent, Pomorze 40.6 peir- 

oont, Siozeoin 43 .6 percent^ Poznan 37.2 percent, Wroclaw 45.3 percent, and 
Slask 44 .0 percent i • 

The density Of populati on and the degree of urbanization, in each eepaiate 
region is closely correlated with its economic development and with the distri- 
bution of pr oduc tire capacity. The percentage of population which each woSewodz- 
two contributes to the national total and the percentage of its share of the 


total national industrial enq^loyment is given below: 

Percent of Total 

% 

Percent of Total HatT 
Employment in Industry 

Wojevadztvo 

Hatl Fop 

and Mining 

El Glee 

7.3 

4.9 

LvbUn 

7.6 

1.9 

Bialystok 

4,0 

0.7 ^ 

Olsztyn 

2.2 

0.8 

Poznan 

10. 5 

8.6 » 

Krakow 

9.0 

7.2 

Rzeszow 

5.9 

2.5 


The corresponding flgujree for the largest and strongest econoaUo centers 
ore: f 

Warsaw City 2.4 5,3 

Lodz City 1.8 7.8 

Wroolaw Wo^lovodztwo 7.4 12.0 

Slaek Wojewodztvo 12.7 28.9 f 

As In the case of population and employment, the lack of derelopiasnt 
appears consistently in a d? jtlnct group of vo .lewodztwos in alaost all spheres 
of sotlrlty. It is seen In the sphere of ocssfiodity tumoT'er — especially^ In 
socialized trade — and in the sphere of health, if judged on the basis of the 
nuaiber of doctors and hospital beds. 

\ 

In culture and education, however, a dlffer;iut pictxae is presented, ' la 
seas of the vojewodztvos — fc» instance Lublin, Blalystok Olsztyn -- the 
pereeatago of their share of the national total of elementary schools is ' 
greater than tho perceutsgt of population which they contribute to the national 
total.. 

Disproportions in other spheres ore reduced and finally eliminated as the 
Six-Tear Plan progresses. -- By Leopold Gluck. 
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